*A Primer of Human Genetics* is a handy reference discussing the foundations, tools, and diseases relating to the human genome. This text excites the avid student to pursue research in genetics by providing insightful resources in a concise manner. Additionally, this text hits the mark on providing emerging methods and technologies into a quick reference with appended summary bibliography at the end of each chapter. The illustrations are clear and convey the overall broad aims without getting into the minutiae. Each figure plot or graph is well laid out and accompanied by an informative caption. As described in chapter 5, there is increasing push for personalized genomics as a parallel course of diagnosis and counseling. With the advent of environmental concerns and factors as possible influences, this text book also incorporates Chapter 9 on the epigenome.

Epigenetics is the study of how environmental factors influence the phenotypic outcome between two organisms with identical genetic information. This is most commonly exacerbated by regulated gene expression through DNA methylation. Chapter 9 provides a quick summary on the ENCODE project, techniques and current impacts of these environmental factors on the human genome. As discussed in the text, it is interesting to note that only 8 percent of the human genome is highly conserved. Therefore, the remaining sequence is most often regarded has "filler or junk" DNA. However, the structure and dynamics of chromatin resulting from the whole sequence could also influence gene expression. Thus, the Encyclopedia of DNA Elements (ENCODE) initiative was launched and currently ever increasing the opportunities within this field.

Overall, this textbook is a great addition to a reference library. The author does a great service to the field by providing this informative resource. This text would be a useful resource to an upper division undergraduate or graduate student in a genetics course. Additionally, it would be an invaluable resource to an enlightened researcher ready to make the jump from fundamental to translational research by providing the necessary background for a successful project development and grant submission.
